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Read Every Instruction Carefully
RORAIMA READER YEAR 1
These readers are designed to support letter recognition, letter identification and
letter/sound correspondence in the emergent reader. The first five (5) books in the
series deal with individual alphabet letters, the sixth book looks at the long vowel
letter sounds, and the final two (2) books treat with high frequency consonant blends.
In the first five (5) books in the series, there are four (4) colourful pictures of items that
begin with the target letter (with the exception of letter X, where the target words
most often end with the target letter). The remaining three (3) books contain one (1)
example of items that begin with either the specific long vowel sound or consonant
letter blends.
The readers are to be used at the beginning of the first term, and continue through to
the end of Year 1, primarily during the small group guided reading/phonics instruction
period. Each student should have their book open to the appropriate letter page.
Have a small easel and a piece of chalk handy. To use the reader, the teacher should:
C
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Bring an enthusiastic attitude towards the learning session so the children anticipate that they will be having fun playing a learning “game”!
You can role play characters that are seekers by nature e.g. pretending to be pirates,
adventurers, archeologists, scientists etc. looking for letters with pretend
binoculars, spyglasses, magnifying glasses etc. USE YOUR IMAGINATION!!
Ask the students to first read the pictures one at a time either using the choral
reading method or taking individual turns.
Do a second “read” sweeping the finger under the word as the name of the picture
is said.
Play ‘Find the Letter’ by calling on individual students in the group to find the
target letter anywhere on the page e.g. “Daniel can you use your magic spyglass to
help me find letter A please?” (*Have a prepared sample of the upper and lower case
letter on your mini chalk board for the children to reference).
Utilize this strategy to review past letters as well.
Play ‘Find the Sound’ by calling on individual students in the group to find the
target letter sound anywhere on the page. For example:
Kaya can you find the letter that makes the /a/ sound?
If students make an error, reinforce the fact that the letter makes its own sound that
is diﬀerent from the target sound... do not just say NO, use the teachable moment.
For example: Kaya points to the ‘R’ in ARM while looking for the /a/ sound.
The teacher should say, “R says /r/ do /r/ and /a/ sound alike?” After Kaya responds,
encourage her to try again or ask the group for help finding the target sound.
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
After reading, have students suggest other words that begin with the target letter
or letter sound. Write each child’s response on chart paper with their name to have
the entire class’s contribution in one space with a heading like, ‘We know words with
the letter A’ or ‘Our M words’ etc.
In the 5th week do a review (sound and letter recognition).
Depending on the rate and pace of acquisition of your group you can introduce
blending from as early as the 4th week of school.

Other related activities (games):
C

M

1 Match the word to the page

Y

CM

Prepare 2x3 cards with the names of the pictures printed one per card.

MY

CY

CMY

K

Hold up one card and challenge the children to find the matching page in their
reader where the picture and name matches the card. This activity can be done as
a group race or through turn taking.

2 Word Builder
Create individual letter cards for each word
Have students re-create the words in the reader one page at a time

3 Word Sandwich (great review week activity)
If your students are ready to start blending, create letter cards with the letters
contained in the reader e.g. T A M I S
Prepare a list of simple words that you will slowly sound out for the children to
match the corresponding letters e.g. /a/ /m/
After saying the first sound, give the children the opportunity to make a selection
from their letters, and then proceed to the next sound.
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LITERACY WORKBOOK YEAR 1
This workbook is designed to foster the necessary pre- requisite skills needed for the
development of reading.
It is to be used in the 2nd and 3rd terms in the Year 1 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Friday during the Language Experience Learning Session after the use
of the Reader.
Teachers are advised to write each child’s name on the lines provided and allow
him/her to trace/copy his/her name and complete the activities. Concepts may be
reinforced with the use of other manipulatives, learning centres, games, rhymes, and
action songs after the activity is completed.
This workbook should be completed over the one-year period.
Teachers, kindly pay close attention to the following points for guidance in the
successful use of this resource.
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

1 Name and Day writing:
If you have children who are unable to print their name or the day of the week, you
should provide a dotted scaﬀold (dot it out) for the child(ren) to trace until they can
do so independently.

K

During free play, target these children with specific fun activities that will build and
strengthen fine motor skills. Examples include:
- lacing
- beading
- scooping
- sorting manipulatives using tweezers or just pincer grip fingers e.g. small cotton
balls, pom poms, paper punch circles, counting cubes, corks, buttons etc.
- scissor cutting etc.
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
2 To Begin Each Session:
Have Literacy Books prepared at the predetermined page(s) as well as writing tools
and erasers. You will be working with the children at this center.
Organize 4 to 5 other centre-based and / or table top HANDS ON activities that will
reinforce the work being done in the Literacy Book. Examples include:
- paint easel
- letter sorting
- Personal size sandbox letter writing o letter matching
- model clay
- egg carton letter matching/sorting o word matching
- word building
- picture/ word cards
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

- group collage
- find and feel
- slate and chalk
- picture/ letter puzzles
- letter lacing
- sandpaper tracing/rubbing with crayons
- any other creative activity you can dream up!
Discuss the goal for the period of learning, and the expectations for children’s
behavior while working. For example, “Today we will be looking at letter I and words
that begin with the /i/ sound! I have lots of fun and interesting things set out for you to
do that have a lot to do with the letter I and the sound /i/. Everyone will have a turn
working with me at the workbook table, so when you hear me say STOP, LOOK, and
LISTEN; you need to stop what you are doing, look at me, and listen for your name.
When you are not with me at the workbook table, you are working and playing quietly
with your friends and being responsible and careful with our learning toys.”
To introduce the concept under study, use show and tell objects (that begin with,
end with, or contain your target sound) that you would have pre-prepared or had
the child bring from home.
Remind children what the diﬀerent activities are before you send them oﬀ to the
diﬀerent work areas.

4
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
Call your six children’s names first to accompany you to the workbook table, then
encourage the others to choose diﬀerent areas (you decide what is the maximum
number of children allowed in each area e.g. no more than 2 children at the paint
easel or no more than 4 children at picture / letter puzzles).
After 15 minutes call STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and select another 6 children to come to
you. Have the previous 6 replace the current 6 at their old activities.
After another 15 minutes repeat the previous instructions, until all children are
seen at the workbook table.
* The number of children at the workbook table will be greater or less than 6
depending on your class size.
ALWAYS close the learning session with a child- led review of what was done in class
and what they learned.
C

3 Reading of Instructions:

M

Y

Read and re-read the full instructions for each activity for the children.

CM

MY

CY

4 Consonant / Vowel Blends:

CMY

K

When dealing with any item showing consonant/vowel blends, use ONLY the
SHORT VOWEL sounds unless otherwise stated.
Read the blends together as a group.
For example: ‘g’ + ‘e’ = ‘ge’; ‘g’ + ‘i’ = ‘gi’;

‘g’ + ‘a’ = ‘ga’ etc.

Put the blends with the word endings so the children can hear the diﬀerence
between the target and the errors.
For example: ge + ft = geft (ask children “is that a word?”);
gi + ft = gift (ask children “is that a word?”);
ga + ft = gaft (ask children “is that a word?”) etc.
Ask children which one matches the picture.

5
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5 Picture / Letter Sound Matching:
Go through each item and have the children name each picture.For each picture,
discuss the target sound i.e. whether they hear it in the word, where they hear it in
the word (beginning, end, or middle), etc.

6 Picture / Word Completion:
Where words need to be completed, say the name of the picture, sound out the
letters given, then have children try each of the possible choices to come up with
the right fit.
For example: target = CAP
choices are ‘P’ or ‘N’
sound out c + a + p = cap and c + a + n = can,
revisit the picture and make a selection.

C

7 Picture / Word Match:

M

Y

CM

When reading the pictures and matching the words, sound out both words, then
make a selection.

MY

CY

CMY

K

If there is only one word to match with the pictures – like a one to one correspondence task – then read the list of pictures and the list of words, then make the
appropriate choices.

8 Write the Missing Letter:
When starting the letter writing task, discuss and review (using slate and chalk,
cardboard and crayon etc.) proper letter formation.
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
NUMERACY WORKBOOK YEAR 1
This workbook is designed to improve the quality of the children’s performance in
the area of Numeracy, with emphasis on Number Identification, Numeral
Recognition and Number Name.
This workbook is to be used Monday through Friday during the Mathematics
Learning Session. The duration is twenty (20) minutes daily. It must be completed
by the end of the academic year.
Over the one-year period, concepts may be reinforced with the use of other
Learning resources and strategies e.g manipulatives, learning centres, games,
rhymes, and action songs.
Teachers, kindly pay close attention to the following points for guidance in the
successful use of this resource.

1 Name and Day Writing:
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

If you have children who are unable to print their name or the day of the week, you
should provide a dotted scaﬀold (dot it out) for the child(ren) to trace until they can
do so independently.
During free play, target these children with specific fun activities that will build and
strengthen fine motor skills. Examples include:
- lacing
- beading
- scooping
- sorting manipulatives using tweezers or just pincer grip fingers e.g. small cotton
balls, pom poms, paper punch circles, counting cubes, corks, buttons etc.
- scissor cutting etc.

2 To Begin Each Session:
Have Numeracy Books prepared at the predetermined page(s). You will be working
with the children at this center.
Have sets of counters/ manipulatives (5, 10, 15, and 20 per student in the group
based on the range of numbers under study) pre-prepared and at hand.

7
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
Organize 4 to 5 other center-based and/ or table top HANDS ON activities that will
reinforce the work being done in the Numeracy Book. Examples include:
- paint easel
- number sorting
- personal size sandbox number writing
- making piles using moulds in the sandbox
- number/ quantity matching
- model clay
- egg carton number matching/sorting
- numeral, number name matching
- number matching in 1-10 sequence
- picture/ numeral cards
- group collage
C

M

Y
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- find and feel
- slate and chalk
- stacking cubes or corks with numbers
- number lacing
- sandpaper tracing/rubbing with crayons
- sort and count activities (colour, shape, food type, texture etc.).
- any other creative activity you can dream up!
Discuss the goal for the period of learning, and the expectations for children’s
behavior while working. For example, “Today we will be looking at the number 2!
I have lots of fun and interesting things set out for you to do that have a lot to do with
our special number and other things to do with numbers. Everyone will have a turn
working with me at the workbook table, so when you hear me say STOP, LOOK, and
LISTEN; you need to stop what you are doing, look at me, and listen for your name.
When you are not with me at the workbook table, you are working and playing quietly
with your friends and being responsible and careful with our learning toys.”
To introduce the concept under study, use song, drama, big manipulatives, drawings, show and tell objects that suit your target, or anything that will hook the
children that you would have pre-prepared or had the child bring from home.
Remind children what the diﬀerent activities are before you send them oﬀ to the
diﬀerent work areas.
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Call your six children’s names first to accompany you to the workbook table, then
encourage the others to choose diﬀerent areas (you decide what is the maximum
number of children allowed in each area. For example: No more than 2 children at
the number modeling or no more than 4 children at number lacing).
After 10 minutes call STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and select another 6 children to come to
you. Have the previous 6 replace the current 6 at their old activities.
Use the first 10 minutes of the next day’s math period to work with the remaining
students. Utilize the last 10 minutes as an opportunity to observe and take
evaluation/ assessment notes of the children.
* The number of children at the workbook table will be greater or less than 6
depending on your class size.
ALWAYS close the learning session with a child- led review of what was done in class
and what they learned.
C

M

3 Reading of Instructions:
Read and re-read the full instructions for each activity for the children.

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

4 Using Counters and Manipulatives:
Have a set of counters prepared for each child. Counters can be any of the following:
- Bingo circles
- Bottlecorks
- Buttons
- Stacking cubes
- Clothespegs
- Pompoms
- Buck beads
- Small lego pieces
- Counting bears or any other store bought counters
- Small/ medium bricks
- Washed and dried seeds
- Shells
- Cherries, gooseberries, dungs, grapes and berries that can all be eaten as a healthy
snack after learning (each to eat the set they were using
).
- Any other creative thing you can dream up that is associated with your literacy,
science, or social studies themes!

9
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
When introducing a new numeral, have children take turns showing the quantity
using their counters by placing it on a large card showing the numeral e.g. children
will take turns placing two items on your 8.5 x 11 card with numeral 2 written on it.

5 Numeral Tracing:
Discuss correct numeral formation and show on the slate.
Reinforce with numeral formation rhyme or song
For example: ‘one stroke down to make a one’.

6 Number Name Tracing and Writing:
Model tracing the number name on a slate while saying each letter aloud as you
write it.
Model writing the number name on a slate while saying each letter out loud as you
write it.
C
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Y
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Have children copy you by saying each letter as they trace and write.
When they get to the end of the word, have them spell and say it 7 times.
For example: O N E says one.

7 Complete the Set:
Talk about what the equal sign means or represents; have a modeling clay or cardboard equal sign on hand as a manipulative.
Give other examples similar to the target problem; use counters to demonstrate
equal vs not equal on both sides of your hands on equal sign.

8 Pasting Paper Chips:
Use coloured paper punch circles.

9 Number to Quantity Matching:
When counting objects to match a correct numeral, first count the total objects in
the set.
Say the name of each numeral given before making a selection.
Use this as an opportunity to talk about number place.
For example: 3 comes after 2; 3 comes before 7 etc.
Have a number line handy for the children to have a visual for the concept.

10
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10 Quantity to Number Matching:
When circling the number of objects to match a numeral, first count the objects in
the set.
Place counters/ manipulatives on top of each picture as it is counted.
Revisit the target numeral and compare its value against the number of
manipulatives.
Remove the manipulatives and repeat the activity making the circles around the
images.
Use this as a chance to look at more vs less; remainders or left overs etc.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K
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WRITING SKILLS WORKBOOK
The objective of this workbook is to foster the emergent-writing skills of the Year 1 and
Year 2 child.
It is to be used in the 2nd and 3rd terms in the Year 1 during the Show and Tell period.
The first 5 minutes are used by the teacher to explain the concept and prepare the
children for the session and the remaining 45 minutes is for guided group work, with
15 minutes per group.

C

M

Y

It is the teachers’ responsibility to assist those children whose fine motor muscles are
not fully developed. This judgment would be made based on your initial fine motor
skills assessment results and student observations. For these children, use the prewriting skills workbook; and further build these muscles utilizing a
combination of fine muscle building tasks e.g. lacing, beading, scooping, sorting,
manipulatives using tweezers or just pincer grip fingers (e.g. small cotton balls, pom
poms, paper punch circles, counting cubes, corks, buttons etc.), scissor cutting etc.
This workbook must be completed over the two years of nursery school.
Careful attention must be paid to the formation of letters on the four (4) lines.
Teachers, kindly pay close attention to the following points for guidance in the
successful use of this resource.

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

1 Name and Day writing:
If you have children who are unable to print their name or the day of the week, you
should provide a dotted scaﬀold (dot it out) for the child(ren) to trace until they can
do so independently.

2 Letter Writing Order:
When targeting a letter for writing practice, first do the upper case letter, then the
lower case letter, then both together.

3 Reading of Instructions, Practice Sentences, and Pictures with Words:
Read and re-read the full instructions for each activity for the children.
Read practice sentences for the children.
Have children name the pictures and read the words below slowly, medium paced,
and then at normal reading pace.
Do a group search for the target letter.
Make the letter sound of the target words in the sentence
For example: /u/ /u/ /u/mbrella; /u/ /u/ /u/s.

12
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4 Tracing and Writing Blends:
Remind the children to write the two letters close together to make ONE blend.
Use the finger space technique to gain adequate space from one blend attempt to
the next.
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M

Y
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CMY

K
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Read Every Instruction Carefully
RORAIMA READER YEAR 2
These readers are designed to provide reinforcement of the letter recognition, letter
identification and letter/sound correspondence skills Year 2 students would have
acquired in Year 1. The students will also be introduced to double vowel diphthongs
e.g. /ai/ and /oa/ and controlled vowels e.g. /er/ and /ar/.
The first five (5) books in the series deal with individual alphabet letters, whereas book
six (6) looks at common diphthongs, and book 7 introduces controlled vowels. It is to
be read like an interactive big book, where the children can practice identifying target
letters, identifying target sounds, blending and reading simple words, reading sight
words, and building vocabulary.
The readers are to be used beginning in the first term, and continue through to the
end of Year 2, at the beginning of the Language Experience session on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. When using the readers the teacher should:
C

M

Y

CM
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CMY
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Bring an enthusiastic attitude towards the learning session so the children
anticipate that they will be having fun.
Ask the students to predict what they think the story will be about based on the
pictures.
Ask the students to predict what they think the target letter will be, and why they
believe that to be the case.
Read the story/rhyme three (3) times with excitement and drama to capture
students’ attention (add actions to bring it to life wherever possible).
On the 3rd re-read, invite students to read aloud with you as a group and do the
actions. Do This EVERY session day.
Emphasize the letter sound of the target letter as you say it.
Conduct a brief reinforcement exercise on each day that gives hands on literacy
experience with the letter(s).
In week five (5) do, as a group, the activities at the back of each reader.

14
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Some exercises are as follows:
1 Circle the Letter.
Re-write the story/poem/rhyme on chart paper or cardboard in large print.
Select children to come up and circle the target letter with a bright marker.
Have them say the letter name and the sound it makes.

2 Circle the Sight Words.
Re-write the story / poem / rhyme on chart paper or cardboard in large print.
Create sight word flash cards.
C

M

Y

CM

MY

Hold up one flash card, then spell and read aloud the word to the class.
Select children to come up and circle the target word in the story / poem / rhyme
with a bright marker.

CY

CMY

3 Where Do You Hear Me?

K

Choose a few target words from the story / poem / rhyme.
Say them slowly three (3) times.
Ask the group where they hear the target sound i.e. beginning, middle, or end of
the word.

4 Sentence Jumble.
Re-write the sentences on the story/poem/rhyme on single sentence strips (make 2
copies).
The first copy is your target, while the second you cut up into the individual words.
Have the students try to reassemble the sentence by choosing one piece and
putting it in the correct space in the sentence (you can use double sided tape, sticky
tack or plasticine).

15
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LITERACY WORKBOOK YEAR 2
This workbook is designed to improve the quality of the children’s performance in the
area of Literacy, with emphasis on Beginning Reading.
This workbook is to be used every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday after the
words on the page of the Reader are introduced.
This will be done during the Language Experience Learning Session.
The duration is thirty-five (35) minutes daily.
Teachers are advised to allow each child to independently write his or her name
(if possible), on the lines provided and complete the activity/ies.
Over the one-year period, concepts must be reinforced with the use of other learning
resources and strategies e.g manipulatives, learning centres, and games.
Teachers, kindly pay close attention to the following points for guidance in the
successful use of this resource.
C

M

Y

1 Name and Date Writing:

CM

MY

CY

CMY

If you have children who are unable to print their name or the date, you should
provide a dotted scaﬀold (dot it out) for the child(ren) to trace until they can do so
independently.

K

Have a sample of the date written on the chalk board or a large sheet for the
children to copy.
During free play, target these children with specific fun activities that will build and
strengthen fine motor skills. Examples include:
- lacing
- beading
- scooping
- sorting manipulatives using tweezers or just pincer grip fingers e.g. small cotton balls,
pom poms, paper punch circles, counting cubes, corks, buttons etc.
- scissor cutting etc.
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2 To Begin Each Session:
Have Literacy Books prepared at the predetermined page(s) as well as writing tools
and erasers. You will be working with the children at this center.
Organize 4 to 5 other centre-based and/ or table top HANDS ON activities that will
reinforce the work being done in the Literacy Book. Examples include:
- paint easel
- letter sorting
- Personal size sandbox letter writing
- letter matching
- model clay
- egg carton letter matching/sorting
- word matching
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY
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- word building
- picture/ word cards
- group collage
- find and feel
- slate and chalk
- picture/ letter puzzles
- letter lacing
- sandpaper tracing/rubbing with crayons
- any other creative activity you can dream up!
Discuss the goal for the period of learning, and the expectations for children’s behavior
while working. For example, “Today we will be looking at letter I and words that begin
with the /i/ sound! I have lots of fun and interesting things set out for you to do that have a
lot to do with the letter I and the sound /i/. Everyone will have a turn working with me at
the workbook table, so when you hear me say STOP, LOOK, and LISTEN; you need to stop
what you are doing, look at me, and listen for your name. When you are not with me at the
workbook table, you are working and playing quietly with your friends and being responsible and careful with our learning toys.”
To introduce the concept under study, use show and tell objects (that begin with, end
with, or contain your target sound) that you would have pre-prepared or had the child
bring from home.
Remind children what the diﬀerent activities are before you send them oﬀ to the
diﬀerent work areas.

17
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Call your six children’s names first to accompany you to the workbook table, then
encourage the others to choose diﬀerent areas (you decide what is the maximum
number of children allowed in each area. For example, no more than 2 children at the
paint easel or no more than 4 children at picture /letter puzzles).
After 15 minutes call STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and select another 6 children to come to
you. Have the previous 6 replace the current 6 at their old activities.
After another 15 minutes repeat the previous instructions, until all children are
seen at the workbook table.
* The number of children at the workbook table will be greater or less than 6
depending on your class size.
ALWAYS close the learning session with a child- led review of what was done in class
and what they learned.

3 Reading of Instructions:
C

M

Y

CM

Read and re-read the full instructions for each activity for the children.

4 Consonant/Vowel Blends:

MY

CY

CMY

K

When dealing with any item showing consonant/vowel blends, use ONLY the
SHORT VOWEL sounds unless otherwise stated in the instructions to focus on the
LONG vowel sounds to make the blends.
Put the blends with the word endings so the children can hear the diﬀerence
between the target and the errors.
For example: ge + ft = geft (ask children “is that a word?”);
gi + ft = gift (ask children “is that a word?”);
ga + ft = gaft (ask children “is that a word?”) etc.
Ask children which one matches the picture.

5 Picture / Letter Sound Matching:
Go through each item and have the children name each picture.
For each picture, discuss the target sound i.e. whether they hear it in the word,
where they hear it in the word (beginning, end, or middle), etc.

18
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6 Picture / Word Completion:
Where words need to be completed, say the name of the picture, sound out the
letters given, then have children try each of the possible choices to come up with
the right fit.
For example: target = CAP;
choices are ‘P’ or ‘N’;
sound out c + a + p = cap and
c + a + n = can.
Revisit the picture and make a selection.

7 Picture/ Word Match:
When reading the pictures and matching the words, sound out both words, then
make a selection.
C

M

Y

CM

MY

If there is only one word to match with the pictures – like a one to one correspondence task – then read the list of pictures and the list of words, then make the
appropriate choices.

8 Write the Missing Letter:

CY

CMY

K

When starting the letter writing task, discuss and review (using slate and chalk,
cardboard and crayon etc.) proper letter formation.

9 Medial Sounds:
When trying to sound out words to isolate phonemes, say each letter sound individually to unpack the phonemes e.g. six; /s/ /i/ /x/.
Blend them together again to reconstruct the word /s/ /i/ /x/; s-i-x; six.

10 Special Words:
Be sure to explain that these words are the exception to the traditional rules.
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NUMERACY WORKBOOK YEAR 2
This workbook is designed to improve the quality of the children’s performance in the
area of Numeracy, with emphasis on Number Identification, Numeral Recognition and
Number Name.
This workbook is to be used Monday through Friday during the Mathematics Learning
Session. The duration is thirty-five (35) minutes daily. It must be completed by the end
of the academic year.
Teachers are advised to allow each child to independently write his/her name (if possible), on the lines provided and complete the activity/ies. Over the one-year period,
concepts may be reinforced with the use of other Learning resources and strategies e.g
manipulatives, learning centres, and games.
Teachers, kindly pay close attention to the following points for guidance in the
successful use of this resource.

C

1 Name and Date Writing:

M

Y

CM

Have a sample of the date written on the chalk board or a large sheet for the children to copy.

MY

CY

CMY

K

If you have children who are unable to print their name or the date, you should
provide a dotted scaﬀold (dot it out) for the child(ren) to trace until they can do so
independently.
During free play, target these children with specific fun activities that will build and
strengthen fine motor skills. Examples include:
- lacing
- beading
- scooping
- sorting manipulatives using tweezers or just pincer grip finger e.g. small cotton balls,
pom poms, paper punch circles, counting cubes, corks, buttons etc.
- scissor cutting etc.

2 To Begin Each Session:
Have Numeracy Books prepared at the predetermined page(s). You will be working
with the children at this center.
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Have sets of counters/ manipulatives (5, 10, 15, and 20 per student in the group
based on the range of numbers under study) pre-prepared and at hand.
Organize 4 to 5 other center-based and/ or table top HANDS ON activities that will
reinforce the work being done in the Numeracy Book. Examples include:
- paint easel
- number sorting
- personal size sandbox number writing
- making piles using moulds in the sandbox
- number/ quantity matching
- model clay
- egg carton number matching/sorting
- numeral, number name matching
- number matching in 1-10 sequence
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

- picture/ numeral cards
- group collage
- find and feel
- slate and chalk
- stacking cubes or corks with numbers
- number lacing
- sandpaper tracing/rubbing with crayons
- sort and count activities (colour, shape, food type, texture etc.)
- any other creative activity you can dream up!
Discuss the goal for the period of learning, and the expectations for children’s
behavior while working. For example, “Today we will be looking at the number 2! I
have lots of fun and interesting things set out for you to do that have a lot to do with
our special number and other things to do with numbers. Everyone will have a turn
working with me at the workbook table, so when you hear me say STOP, LOOK, and
LISTEN; you need to stop what you are doing, look at me, and listen for your name.
When you are not with me at the workbook table, you are working and playing quietly
with your friends and being responsible and careful with our learning toys.”
To introduce the concept under study, use song, drama, big manipulatives, drawings, show and tell objects that suit your target, or anything that will hook the
children that you would have pre-prepared or had the child bring from home.
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Remind children what the diﬀerent activities are before you send them oﬀ to the
diﬀerent work areas.
Call your six children’s names first to accompany you to the workbook table, then
encourage the others to choose diﬀerent areas (you decide what is the maximum
number of children allowed in each area e.g. no more than 2 children at the
number modeling or no more than 4 children at number lacing).
After 10 minutes call STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and select another 6 children to come to
you. Have the previous 6 replace the current 6 at their old activities. Utilize the last
10 minutes as an opportunity to observe and take evaluation/ assessment notes of
the children.
Use the first 10 minutes of the next day’s math period to work with the remaining
students.
Utilize the last 10 minutes as an opportunity to observe and take evaluation/
assessment notes of the children.
C

M

Y

* The number of children at the workbook table will be greater or less than 6
depending on your class size.

CM

MY

CY

ALWAYS close the learning session with a child- led review of what was done in class
and what they learned.

CMY

K

3 Reading of Instructions:
Read and re-read the full instructions for each activity for the children.

4 Evaluations:
On evaluation days, work with each child individually.
Prepare enough math learning centres so that all children are occupied until you
call them up to work.
Have children switch stations every 10 minutes.
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5 Using Counters and Manipulatives:
Have a set of counters prepared for each child. Counters can be any of the following:
- Bingo circles
- Bottlecorks
- Buttons
- Stacking cubes
- Clothespegs
- Pompoms
- Buck beads
- Small lego pieces
- Counting bears or any other store bought counters
- Small / medium bricks
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

- Washed and dried seeds
- Shells
- Cherries, gooseberries, dungs, grapes and berries that can all be eaten as a healthy
snack after learning (each to eat the set they were using
)
- Any other creative thing you can dream up that is associated with your literacy,
science, or social studies themes!

K

When introducing a new numeral, have children take turns showing the quantity
using their counters by placing it on a large card showing the numeral e.g. children
will take turns placing two items on your 8.5 x 11 card with numeral 2 written on it.

6 Number to Quantity Matching:
When counting objects to match a correct numeral, first count the total objects in
the set.
Say the name of each numeral given before making a selection.
Use this as an opportunity to talk about number place.
For example: 3 comes after 2;
3 comes before 7 etc.
Have a number line handy for the children to have a visual for the concept.
First have the children show by touching their choices.
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7 Circle the Objects that are the Same:
Name each object in the set.
Discuss their defining features (describe them).

8 Patterning:
Have children first try to predict the pattern as it exists on a sample exercise not in
the book.
Name each occurrence in the pattern e.g. pink square, orange square, pink square,
orange square...
Ask the predictive question “I wonder what will come next to keep our pattern?”
After children have responded, turn their attention to the pattern sequences on the
workbook.
C

M

Y

CM

9 Quantity to Number Matching:
When circling the number of objects to match a numeral, first count the objects in
the set.

MY

CY

CMY

K

Place counters / manipulatives on top of each picture as it is counted.
Revisit the target numeral and compare its value against the number of
manipulatives.
Remove the manipulatives and repeat the activity making the circles around the
images.
Use this as a chance to look at more vs less; remainders or left overs etc.

10 Colour the Box to Match the Number
After discussing the example given in the workbook, set the children to task.
Use a diﬀerent colour for each row.
When they are finished colouring, touch and count each column; then touch and
count each row.
Ask students what they noticed about the numbers and squares.
Chart and record children’s responses.
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11 Circle the Objects that are the Different:
Name each object in the set.
Discuss their defining features (describe them).
First have the children show by touching their choices.

12 Number Dictation:
Have flashcards 0-9 prepared.
Use it as a game where children call out the number you show them from the top
of the shuﬄed deck.
After going through each card, read the instructions of the activity and proceed.

13 Cardinal Numbers:
C

M

When teaching place order (1st, 2nd, 3rd etc) use lots of concrete examples using
manipulatives and short silly stories to give the concepts some context.

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

14 Addition:
Have a set of the same counters for children to work with.
Count out each number with manipulatives to match into separate piles e.g. one
pile of four (4) green buttons and one pile of two (2) green buttons.
Bring the two piles together to show adding (i.e. means making more).
Show how counting on is a strategy to get the solution.
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15 Word Problems:
Use graphic organizers and visual aides to unpack the sentences.
For example: Draw a days of the week chart and put numbers under each day that
corresponds with the problem.
Read each sentence slowly, asking strategic questions to check for understanding.
For example: How many times did Pam ride around the block on Tuesday?
If children can’t use mental math or fingers to solve the problems, let them use the
manipulatives provided.

16 Subtraction:
Have a set of the same counters for children to work with.
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

Count out a pile with the bigger of the two numbers.
Physically remove the smaller number of counters from the pile (explain that
subtract means to take away, or make less).
Examine the remainder and talk about what’s left as the solution.

CMY

K

17 Fun with Numbers:
Create a number line for each student or pair of students to look at to measure the
length of objects.
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