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INTRODUCTION
This Resource Guide for Nursery Teachers is designed especially to provide
guidance in the development and use of visual aids. The Guide also provides
information on the value of the resources.

A number of pertinent resources has been identified and presented in a structured
manner. Visuals such as classroom displays, mobiles, puppets, labels and charts
are presented.

Visual Aids help children to see and remember. However it is wise for the teacher to
involve children sometimes in the development of the teaching aids. Learning takes
place most effectively when children take part in the process of developing the aids.
During the process children would be making and finding out things for themselves.
Teachers should also ensure that time is spent introducing children to the
teaching/learning aids before mounting the aids.

The development and display of visual aids help teachers to build a child friendly
environment. Such an environment helps to promote intellectual, social and
emotional development.

Teachers are therefore encouraged to make full use of the resources to ensure
that the teaching/learning act is improved.

Ingrid Barker
Head
Technical Co-ordinating Unit
Curriculum: Literacy and Numeracy Enhancement Sub-component
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS
Cultural Artifacts

September :- Amerindian Heritage Month

What is a Visual?
A visual is a communication device which helps understanding by using sight to
expand and reinforce instruction.
Sometimes it drastically reduces the need for words.
It provides a more concrete reference to meaning than the spoken or written word.

Visuals for nursery children can include:
■ Realia - real objects.
■ Models - representations of the real thing.
■ Photographs/Pictures related to the theme, topic or concept.

1

■ Mobiles
■ Puppet Theatres
■ Puppets
■ Models and Dioramas
■ Children's Drawings and Paintings
■ Captions for wall stories and nursery rhymes
■ Labels for objects in the classroom
■ Charts
■ Realia
■ Printed Materials
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS
CHILD FRIENDLY WALL CHARTS

A PRINT RICH ENVIRONMENT

A well designed visual should promote learning and provide aesthetic appeal.
Guidelines for designing Visuals

■ Choose the appropriate cultural artifacts, pictures and words and
arrange for the best effect.
■ Captions on visuals should be large.
■ Ensure visuals match the developmental level of the child.
■ Use textures. They enhance the visuals.
■ Choose appropriate colours
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Red helps the .child to recall. Yellow
commands attention.
Red and yellow are warm colours.
Blue and green are cool colours. They depict serenity.
■ Limit your colours on visuals.
The maximum number of colours you should use is four.

The Value of Classroom Displays - Visuals
Some of the purposes for which Visuals can be used are to:
■ arouse interest in a topic.
■ sustain interest.
■ give a picture/impression of the object, person, activity or scene rather
than the spoken word.
■ stimulate thinking.
▪ provide a shared experience.
■ create opportunities for active learning.
■ reinforce concepts.
■ encourage group participation.
■ develop oral language.
■ develop vocabulary.
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WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO HAVE A VARIETY OF
VISUALS IN THE CLASSROOM?

10% of what you hear you remember. I hear
and I forget.

50% of what you see you remember. I see
and I remember.

CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS

Mobiles

What are Mobiles?

Mobiles are two or three dimensional objects that are hung from the ceiling thus
producing a visually attractive display.
Mobiles should always be constructed around a particular theme, topic or concept.
These mobiles can be used to reinforce Shapes as well as colours.

A SIMPLE PUPPET THEATRE MADE FROM A CARTON

How to make a Simple Puppet Theatre

1. Cut out the top of the carton for the front of the Puppet Theatre.
2. Cut out the bottom of the carton for the back of the Puppet Theatre.
3. Decorate the back of the theatre with curtains made from plain fabric
(cool colours light blue or light green).

How to tell a story 'Brown Dog and Green Frog' using Paper Bag Puppets and a
Puppet Theatre.

1) Place the Puppet Theatre on a table.
2) The teacher when telling the story and manipulating the puppets should sit
on a chair behind the curtains.
3) The puppet Brown Dog should be in the teacher's right hand and Green Frog
in the left hand.
4) Both hands with puppets should be placed in front of the curtains.
5) The teacher should tell the story and manipulate the mouth of the puppet
which is supposed to be speaking.
The teacher's voice is the most important tool.

6)

The teacher must pronounce words clearly for children to understand.

7)

The teacher must vary her voice to differentiate between the characters. e.g.
soft - loud
Whisper - shout when appropriate
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STORY BROWN DOG AND GREEN FROG USING THE PUPPET
THEATRE
One day Brown Dog and Green Frog went
for a walk.
They talked about all sorts of things. They
talked about the farm,
and they talked about the weather. But all
1 heard was
"Bow! Wow! Bow! Wow!"

from the dog.
And "Log! Log! Log! Log!" from
the frog.
Brown Dog and Green Frog went for a walk. They
talked about all sorts of things.
They talked about their families.
"How many brothers do you have?"
asked Brown Dog.
"Let me count
One, two, three!" said Green Frog. How many
sisters do you have?" asked Brown Dog.
"I don't know" said Green Frog
"Well let' s go and count them" said Brown Dog.
So Brown Dog and Green Frog went to the pond to count Green Frog's sisters.
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PUPPETS
■ Puppets are three-dimensional models which make powerful teaching
tools.
■ Puppets are inexpensive and simple to make.
■ You can add all kinds of features to make an endless array of puppets.
■ Puppets can be made from
■ Paper bags

Young children love puppets with moving mouths.
■ Socks

A sock can be transformed into an animal by adding eyes, nose and ears.
■ Wooden Spoons

A wooden spoon can represent a person when given a face.
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• Paper Plates

Paper plate puppets can show happy, sad, surprised or frightened faces.
• Fabrics
Puppets can also be made from fabrics like felt or cotton. Glue or
sew the two pieces together to fit like a glove.

The fingers can manipulate the head and hands.

12

PAPER BAG PUPPETS

Very simple puppets can be made from brown or white paper bags. You can make a
rabbit, a cat, a dog, a pig, a mouse or a frog.

Materials needed

1) Brown or white paper bags
2) Scraps of construction or coloured paper
3) Glue
4) Scissors
5) Markers or crayons
6) Paper or Plastic eyes
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THE DOG AND THE BEAR

Stages
1)

Fold the two square edges of a paper bag (at the dotted lines) to form
the animal's head.

2)

You now have the shape of the head.

3)

Cut out ears, eyes, a nose and a tongue.

4)

Glue the tongue inside the mouth.

5)

Glue the eyes, nose and ears to the dog's face.
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BROWNBEAR
Stages
1.
2.
3.
4.

Cut out ears, eyes and paws.
Glue them to the bear.
Use a black marker on crayon to draw a nose and mouth.
Cut out tiny claws and glue them to the paws.

THE MOUSE AND THE CAT

Stages

1)

F old the two square edges of a paper bag under (at the dotted lines) to form
the animal's pointed snout.

2)

You now have the shape of the animal's head.

3)

Cut out ears, eyes, a nose, and whiskers (made of thin paper strips).

4)

Glue them to the mouse or cat.
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GREEN FROG
1.

Make two big eyes and glue to the paper bag.

Cut a long tongue out of red paper and glue in the frog's mouth.

3)

Glue on two short green arms and two long green legs.

4)

Cut out green circles and decorate the frog.

The Rabbit

Stages
1)

Cut out long, pink ears, eyes, a nose and paws.

2)

Glue them to the rabbit.

The Pig
1)

Cut out ears, eyes, a snout, and paws.

2)

Glue them to the pig.
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GLOVE PUPPETS

Glove puppets are made to fit like a glove.

Mother Hen
Materials Needed:

1.

Red, yellow and brown felt on cotton.

2.

One button or plastic eye.

3.

Needle and thread or fabric glue.

Stages

1.

Fold yellow felt or cotton and place your hand palm down on fabric
with three fingers closed and thumb and little finger stretched out,

2.

Trace around your hand.

3.

Cut around tracing 1/4 inch from tracing.

4.

Glue eye, brown beak, red combs on one side.
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Finger Puppet: Little Chick

Materials Needed:
1.

Yellow felt or cotton

2.

Small button or plastic eye.

3.

Glue or, needle and thread.

Stages
1.

Fold felt or cotton in two and make a tracing of your thumb.

2.

Cut around tracing 1/4 inch from tracing.

3.

Place the two parts together and glue or sew.

4.

Glue eye and beak.

THREE DIMENSIONAL MODELS AND DIORAMAS

■ A model is a representation of the real thing, similar in colour and texture.
Models can be scaled down or enlarged.
■ Three dimensional models are more realistic to young children and make
situations more real, life-like and interesting.
■ Three dimensional models should be introduced before flat pictures.
■ A diorama is a three dimensional representation of a scene. It is created by putting
stand-up characters or objects in front of a two-dimensional painted background.
■ The background can be changed to depict different situations e.g. scenes taking
place in a farmyard.
■ Dioramas can be made from cartons.
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HOW TO MAKE A DIORAMA

Painted
Background

Front

■ Cut out the top of a carton to make the front of a diorama.
■ Paint the bottom of the carton to depict various scenes depending on your
theme, topic or concept. e.g. trees to represent the forest for the story "The
■ Three Bears"
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HOW TO USE A DIORAMA

Stand-up
Characters

Diorama depicting the Three Bears going for a walk in the forest.
1.

Place stand-up figures of people, animals or objects in front of the painted
background e.g. Father Bear, Mother Bear and Baby Bear.

2.

As you tell the story you can display the table and three chairs (small, medium,
large) three bowls of porridge (small, medium, large three beds) (small,
medium, large) and Goldilocks at the appropriate time.

3.

This diorama can be used to teach among other things.
■ The concept 3
• Sizes: big (Father Bear)
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Medium (Mother Bear)
Small (Baby Bear)

■ One-to-one correspondence big bed for Father Bear
Medium sized bed for Mother Bear
Small bed for Baby Bear

■ Seriation (ordering) Big to small
Small to big

■ New vocabulary 'larger than'
'smaller than'

■ Ordinals - first, second, third

STAND-UP FIGURES FOR DIORAMAS

How to make Stand-up figures of people, animals or objects.
•

Trace the outlines of people, animals or objects on cardboard.

•

Cut out the outlines.

•

Paste them on toilet rolls to make them stand up.

STAND-UP CHARACTERS

■ Cut out clothes from bits of fabric and paste them on characters to make them
look real, life-like and interesting.
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS

Flat Pictures

What are Flat Pictures?

Flat pictures are two-dimensional representations of people, places and objects.
Textures can be added to flat pictures e.g. cotton wool for clouds, fabrics for clothes.

Why are flat pictures necessary in the nursery school?

■ They can translate abstract ideas into a more realistic format.
■ They allow instruction to move down from the level of verbal symbols to the
more concrete level.
■ Pictures without captions can be used to good advantage by the teacher. For
instance such pictures may be used to:
— arouse interest in a topic.
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Stimulate the children to think about a new theme or topic.
■ Displaying pictures without captions and having the children suggest
appropriate titles or captions represent a good method of teaching children to
look at pictures intelligently.
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - CHILDREN'S DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS

Most of the display space in your classroom should be saved for children's work.
■ Use a large sheet of cardboard or construction paper as a frame.
■ Include the children's names to identify their work.
■ Encourage the children to tell you what they have drawn or painted.
■ Write down what they say on a card and include it in the display.
■ Display children's work prominently and at their eye level.
■ Change displays regularly. When children see the same things up week after
week they cannot see their progress.
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■ Displays of children's work also let parents and other visitors know what you
are teaching and what your children are learning.
■ These practices promote literacy. They also convey the important message to
children that their work is important.
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS

Captions for wall Stories

Three Little Pigs

Word take on meaning when the child is reading captions for wall stories.
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS
Captions for Nursery Rhymes
Five Little Ducks

Five little ducks went out one
day, Over the hills and far away.

Mother duck said, "Quack!
Quack! Quack!"

And only four little ducks came
swimming back.
Words take on meaning when the child is reading captions for Nursery Rhymes.
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■ Children are already reading labels on objects in the classroom before learning
individual letters in isolation.

Labels for objects in the classroom
Words take on meaning when a child is reading the labels on objects in the classroom.

d esk
owers
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS
Daily Weather Chart

The daily Weather Chart encourages daily observation. Words take on meaning when
a child is reading the weather chart.

Weather Chart.

Today is Monday
It is a Sunny da
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS
Charts

Days of the Week.
Months of the Year.

Children can learn the days of the week by singing the song.
There are seven days in a week

To the tune of 'Oh My Darling Clementine'
There are seven days.
There are seven days.
There are seven days in a week.
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.
NB: Literacy and Numeracy can be integrated through songs, nursery rhymes, stories
and games.
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CLASSROOM DISPLAYS - VISUALS

Number/Numeral Charts

Days of the Week - Charts

Months of the Year - Charts

Lettering for young children should be simple and bold.
Letters, words and numerals should be large.
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REALIA ON FIELD TRIPS

What is a Field Trip?
A field trip is a trip outside the classroom to see real things or realia.

What is Realia?
Realia refers to real things. Objects such as trees, plants, flowers, leaves, fruits, seeds,
animals, coins, stones, shells, feathers, cultural artifacts, corks, thread spools, vehicles,
and buildings are some of the most accessible and intriguing materials in educational use.
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Since they are concrete objects, realia are the instructional aids most suitable for
young children. There is no substitute for the real thing.
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FIELD TRIPS

Field Trip to the Zoo
Field Trips are an essential part of any teaching programme.
Children on a field trip are able to see things in their natural setting and observe the
efforts made by man.
They are able to obtain first -hand information about experiences in different fields
like 'Transportation by water' Or Community Workers - 'The Fisherman' .
The possibilities of arranging such visits should not be overlooked.
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COLLECTING REALIA ON A FIELD TRIP

Materials do not have to be expensive to be useful. Inexpensive materials can be
effective for:
■ presenting information
■ giving hands-on learning experiences

Real objects collected by children on a trip to the seawall e.g. shells, stones can be
displayed in the classroom for children to:
■ identify them
■ classify them
■ describe them

For a field trip to be justified it should be related to the theme, topic or concept.
Field trips around the school environment:
■ provide a source of enrichment for factual information read in books and make
words on the printed page meaningful.
■ expand understanding.
■ provide first-hand experiences with objects, places, situations and relationships
that cannot be provided in the classroom.
■ sharpen awareness of the children's environment.
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PRINTED MATERIALS

Children should be exposed to a variety of printed materials.

There should be a balance of informational text (Non-Fiction) and Fantasy (Fiction).
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CLASSROOM VISUALS - BIG BOOKS

What is Fantasy or Fiction Text?
A Fantasy or Fiction Text is a book for enjoyment. It introduces children to Literary
elements such as:
■ Story line
■ Characters
■ Beginning, middle, ending
■ Settings - where the story took place
■ Plot
■ How the problem was solved
Young children love fantasy stories about animals that can talk.
The following regular sized book is fantasy.
Mother Hen is searching for her baby chick. She approaches different animals and
asks the same question
"Have you seen my baby chick?"
Five of the animals give the same answer No! I
haven't seen your baby chick? Finally the bee
answers
Yes! I've seen your baby chick And she is eating my honey,"
(The story should have a happy ending).

42

SAMPLE OF A FANTASY OR FICTION, STORY

Where is My Baby?
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Mother Hen looks for her baby chick. Baby
chick is not in the pen.

Mother Hen goes to Gussy Goat.
"Have you seen my baby chick?"
"No! I haven't seen baby chick",
says Gussy Goat.
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Mother Hen goes to Doggy dog.
"Have you seen my baby chick?"
"No! I haven't seen baby chick", says Doggy Dog.

Mother Hen goes to Shelly Sheep.
"Have you seen my baby chick?"
"No! I haven't seen baby chick", says Shelly
Sheep.

Mother Hen goes to Piggy Pig. "Have
you seen my baby chick?"
"No! I haven't seen baby chick", says Piggy Pig.

Mother Hen goes to Ducky Duck.
"Have you seen my baby chick?"
"No! I haven't seen baby chick", says Ducky Duck.

49

Mother Hen goes to Busy Bee. "Have you seen
my baby chick?" "Yes! I've seen baby chick," says
Busy Bee.
"And he was eating my honey."

WHAT IS AN INFORMATIONAL OR NON-FICTION TEXT?

An informational or Non-Fiction Text is a book for content instruction in subject areas
such as:
■ Science
■ Social Studies
■ Health and Family Life Education
■ Mathematics

The following regular sized book is an informational text on Science - Baby Animals.

This book can be enlarged into a Big Book. When reading this for Shared Reading,
Literacy instruction then becomes integrated with the content areas demonstrating the
direct application of literacy skills to everyday activities.
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CLASSROOM VISUALS - BIG BOOKS

Sample of an Informational Text

Baby Animals
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A baby dog is a puppy.

A baby sheep is a lamb.

A baby cow is a calf.

A baby cat is a kitten.

A baby duck is a duckling.

If the book is a new one for the class, the children are asked to listen to the teacher
during the first reading.

The teacher may use a marker during the first reading to emphasize left-toright
progression.
•

The teacher must provide a fluent model with good phrasing and intonation
for children to emulate.
(My turn)

•

If the book is being read for the second time, children's participation is
encouraged.
(Our turn)

•

The third time, children should read independently.
(Your turn)
As the children become more and more familiar with the books, they will
begin to know them by memory.

•

Big books and regular size copies of the same book should be available for
children to use independently after a first Big Book Reading.
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LEARNING SIGHT WORDS FROM THE BIG BOOK

duck
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READING WHOLE WORDS BEFORE LEARNING LETTERS OF THE
ALPHABET

Why are children introduced to whole words before single letters in isolation?

■ It is easier for a young child to learn whole words e.g. names of familiar
things rather than learn abstract letters.

The cow is a familiar animal in the child's environment. Therefore, he/she already
knows the sound of the word cow.
He/she knows the meaning of the word cow
It is just the Visual pattern cow or printed form that he is unfamiliar with.
Therefore, Learning proceeds from the known to the unknown; new learning needs
are connected to and built upon existing knowledge.

How to teach a sight Word

Use a multi-sensory approach to teach a sight word e.g.

(Comprehension)

1.

Introduce the word with a picture.

2.

Let the child look at the word.

3.

Let the child listen to the sound and say the word. (Auditory)

4.

Let the child trace the word (sandpaper letters) with his finger and then with

(Visual)

a crayon/pencil. (Kin aesthetic tactile)
As the child traces with his fingers, he gets a mental picture of the word.
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5.

Cut up the same word into single letters and let the child match the letters to
the word. (Visual Discrimination)

6.

Place word in pocket chart.

7.

Use it as a flash card for quick recognition.

V A K T approach to teaching reading means:
Visual

- Auditory

- Kinaesthetic

- Tactile

■ There is no evidence that alphabet identification should be treated as the first
skill in Early Literacy.
■ The letters

or

0

symbols in isolation are abstract

or

symbols for young children
■ From the beginning reading must have meaning for the young child.
Words of familiar things have meaning for the young child, Isolated Letters
do not.
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PICTURE WORD CARD

Words take on meaning when a child is looking at picture word cards. The
child can read the card easily as the picture gives the clue.
The child has not yet learnt the letters C, 0, W therefore, it is obviously not necessary to be
able to identify and name the letters of the alphabet in order to begin to read.
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•

Picture Word Card.

COW
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TRACING LETTERS AND WORDS ON PICTURE WORD CARD.

64

TRACING LETTERS AND WORDS ON PICTURE WORD CARD.
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■ Many nursery children who cannot yet identify individual letters of
the alphabet, are able to read their name cards e.g.
Name cards:- Cards are pierced at the back with a pin to give the

sand paper effect. The child traces with his finger to get the sensory
impression of the letters.

The child can read his name card although he has not yet learnt the individual letters
M, a, r, k or J, e, a, n. Therefore it is obviously not necessary to be able to identify and
name individual letters of the alphabet in order to begin to read.
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LEARNING LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET
Why should children learn the individual letters of the Alphabet?
■ Children need to learn the individual letters of the alphabet to eventually
become independent, fluent readers and writers.
■ Children need to be able to decode words on their own.

Learning letters of the Alphabet
When should children start learning to identify individual letters.
■ It is easier for children to identify individual letters after they have learned a
number of sight words.
e.g. They can recognize sight words C

at
car

The letter Cc is the beginning letter of the words. cat and. car.
Learning proceeds from the known to the unknown.
Similarly the letter Bb

bat

The child can recognize sight words

ball
bus

The letter Bb is the beginning letter of the words bat, ball, bus.
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CLASSROOM VISUALS - WALL FRIEZES

How to teach individual letters of the alphabet on a Wall Frieze.
■ Make an alphabet frieze at children's eye level along the wall.
(

Bb

ball
Let the children sing the alphabet song as they point to each letter on the frieze.

■ Teach the Alphabet Song.

The Alphabet Song
Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff
Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm
Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss
Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz
Now I know my ABC
Next time won't you
Sing with me.
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■ Teach Alphabet Chants.

Aa
The letter Aa
The letter Aa
The word apple starts with Aa
Oh yes Aa is for apple
Now I know the letter Aa

Apple
apple
Bb
The letter Bb
The word ball starts with Bb
Oh yes Bb is for ball
Now I know the letter Bb

Ball
ball
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CC
The letter Cc The letter Cc
The word cat starts with Cc
Oh yes Cc is for cat
Now I know the letter Cc

Cat
cat
Dd
The letter Dd The letter Dd
The word dog starts with Dd
Oh yes Dd is for dog
Now I know the letter Dd

Dog
dog
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Ee
The letter Ee The letter Ee
The word egg starts with Ee
Oh yes Ee is for egg
Now I know the letter Ee

Egg
egg

Ff
The letter Ff The letter Ff
The word fish starts with Ff
Oh yes Ff is for fish
Now I know the letter Ff

71

Gg
The letter Gg The letter Gg
The word goat starts with Gg
Oh yes Gg is for goat
Now I know the letter Gg

Goat
goat

Hh

The letter Hh The letter Hh
The word hen starts with Hh
Oh yes Hh is for hen
Now I know the letter Hh

Hen
hen
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Kk
The letter Kk The letter Kk
The word kitten starts with Kk
Oh yes Kk is for kitten
Now I know the letter Kk

Kitten
kitten

Ll
The letter LI The letter LI
The word Lamb starts with LI
Oh yes LI is for lamb
Now I know the letter LI

Lamb
lamb
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Mm
The letter Mm The letter Mm
The word monkey starts with Mm
Oh yes Mm is for monkey
Now I know the letter Mm

Monkey
monkey

Pp
The letter Pp The letter Pp
The word pig starts with Pp
Oh yes Pp is for pig
Now I know the letter Pp

Pig
pig
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Rr
The letter Rr
The letter Rr
The word rabbit starts with Rr
Oh yes Rr is for rabbit
Now I know the letter Rr

Rabbit
rabbit

■ Teach alphabet rhymes.
A B CD E
Down on the farm is where I want to be.

F G HI J
Milking the cows and singing everyday.

K L M N 0
Where the trees and plants from seedlings grow.
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P Q R S T
Riding a horse across the fields so free.
V W X Y

U

But it's time to leave and say good-bye.
Down on the farm is where I want my bed.
•

Teacher - made materials often suit children's needs better than purchased
materials. E.g. sandpaper letters.
However sandpaper is very expensive and teachers can pierce the back of letters
with a pin (pin-pointed letters) to give the sand paper effect.

•

A chalk board and a box of chalk at children's eye level for them to practise
tracing/copying/writing letters. This is very economical since the board can be
cleaned. Children who come to school early would love to practise writing with
chalk.

•

Play dough for making letter shapes. e.g. S

•

Focus attention on letters during other activities e.g. Language Experience
Chart. e.g. After a visit to the zoo and the child tells you that he likes the parrot
say I am writing the word parrot. It begins with 'p' and ends with 'V; Say each
letter as you write; e.g.parrot parrot.
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■ Let the children identify letters in their own names first and then find the letters
on the wall frieze.

John
■ Prepare Alphabet inset trays where large letters are cut out in upper and lower
case to fit in the insets;

A
a
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a

J

,

-

