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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
GRADE 6 STUDY PACKAGE
SOCIAL STUDIES - NOTES

TOPIC: Politeness
SUB-TOPIC:Rules for better living

Definition

Politeness means h aving or showing good manners or respect for
other people. Being polite helps you to have appropriate and
considerate behaviour which will enable you to form good manners
and become more socially attentive when you grow up.

Breaking of rules:

1. Rules broken at home and school result in punishment of some
form.

2. Rules broken at work place can result in one being disciplined
or fired.

3. Rules broke n at societal or country level  result in one being
punished by the courts.

4.  Rules broken while playing games can lead to disqualification.

Rules broken when travelling can result in an accident
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School rules are important for the effective
school.

Some school rules are:

- Attend school regularly & punctually.
- Pupils must always be dressed in uniforms.
- Pupils must obey the bell etc.

Some home rules are:

- Obey your parents.
- Show respect for older relatives.
- Be courteous to your friends and relatives.

management of the

Some rules when among elders:

- Show respect for elders
- Greet elderly people.
- Help elderly people.

Some rules for travelling:

-Wear seat belts, helmets or life jackets.
- Do not smoke.
- Do not carry firearm, weapons or explosive.

Some rules for the road:

-Walk on the right -hand side of the road.
- Use the pedestrian crossing.
- Drivers must use speed limit.
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Some rules for sports and games:

-Obey decisions made by the refer  ee or umpire.
- Follow given instructions.
- Be friendly to your opponent.

SUBTOPIC: Showing respect for public infrastructure.

Infrastructure refers to permanent structures found in our community
and country. Some infrastructures found in our community are roads,
bridges, landmarks, properties, private and public buildings,

monuments, water systems, utility posts (such as telephone and
electricity), bus sheds, water hydrants, pump stations, sluices and
kokers, play grounds and parks.

All infrastructures in our community must be protected because they
are of service to the people in the community.

Some ways by which infrastructure  can be protected are:

9 Putting up signs such as No trespassing, No bills.

9 Do not:
-st on rails of bridges, culverts
-throw stones on building, post bills, litter, tie animals on
posts.

1 Follow the instructions of road signs.

1 Keep animals off the road.

Pictures of infrastructure in your ¢ ommunity

BIGSTOCK

Community Play Parks Traffic Lights Fire Hydrant
SUBTOHRC:
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Desirable behaviours
Respect for leaders and visitors.

Courtesy rules and maxims.

Some desirable behaviours children must have are:

Being courteous to all elders and peers.
Being kind to everyone.

Greet or welcome everyone.

Being polite.

Be helpful to all.

Show care and concern.

Showing respect for leaders and elders:

N =

4.
5.
6.
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Answer verbally when spoken to.

Say excuse me if you have to interrupt.

Remember to say please, thank you and sorry in different
situations.

Greet elders and visitors.

Address elders and visitors appropriately.

Enquire from visitors if they need help.




TOPIC.Guyanads Natur al Regi ons.

SUB- TOPIC: What is a Natural Region?

Guyana has different landforms called Natural Region.

A Natural Region is an area, which has  similar features such as saill,
built of land, plants or vegetation and climate.

The Four Natural Regions are:
Low Coastal Plain
Hilly Sand and Clay Region
High Land Region

Interior Savannah
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TOPIC.Guyanads Natur al Regi ons.

SUB- TOPIC: The Low Coasta | Plain

The Low Coastal Plain is a narrow flat strip of land, stretching from
Northern tip of Point Playa to the Corentyne River, to a distance of
approximately 432 kilometres (270 miles). Its width is about 16 to 64
kilometres (10 to 40 miles).

The Low Coastal Plain is about 2 to 4 metres (6 to 8 feet) below sea
level. During high tide, most of the coastline is below sea level. To
keep the tide out, concrete sea  -walls, dams and groynes (a
structure built to interrupt water flow and limit movement of
sediments, e.g. sluices and kokers) have been built. The climate of
this coastal region consist of two  (2) wet (rainy) and two (2) dry
seasons.

Soil
There are three types of soil on the Coastal Plain.
Silty clay or mud forms our rice and sugar lands.

Pegasse soil, which is soft and spongy, found especially in the
Essequibo. Coffee, fruits and vegetables grow well in this type of soil.

Sandy soil, called reef lands found on the Corentyne Coast, where
coconuts grow.

Vegetation

The vegetation (plant growt  h of any country or region) of the

Coastal Plain is affected by soil, climate and land formation. The

natural vegetation (flora) on the mudflats of the Essequibo, Berbice

and Demerara River is the mangrove and courida  trees. Their roots
help to hold the so il together and pre vent erosion. Other natural
vegetation s include the Troolie Palm, the Ete Palm, Manni, White
Cedar and Crabwood.
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Resources

The build of the land, its clayey soil and  the wet and dry climates
make it suitable for the growth of, sugarcane, rice, coconuts, ground
provisions, green vegetables and fruits. The rearing of poultry,

livestock and fishes in some areas of this region, make a griculture the
main economic activity on the Coastal Plain.

Populati on

Most of the population of Gu  yana, live on the Coastal Plain  earning
the ir living on the sugar estates, ont he rice field s and other
agricultural areas. Some also work in towns or other nearby villages
as public servants.

Important Places

Some important places on the Coastal Plain:
1. Five towns of Guyana are found on the Coastal Plain. These are:
Georgetown 0 the capital city and chief port.
Anna Regina
New Amsterdam
Rose Hall
Corriverton

2. The Tapakuma Irrigation Project on the Essequibo Coa  st.

3. Chief Lakes Also on the Essequibo Coast. These are:

- The Tapakuma Lake
- The Quakabuka or Mainstay Lake
- Capoey Lake and lturibisci Lake

4. The Agricultural Project

- The Mahaica Mahaicony Abary, Agricultural Development
Authority. (MMA/ADA)
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TOPIC.Guyanads Natur al Regi ons.

SUB- TOPIC: The Hilly Sand and Clay Region

The Hilly Sand and Clay Region is found south of the Low Coastal

Plain. It covers about one quarter of Guyana and extends from the
Pomeroon River, arcs inland to the Mazaruni and Potaro Rivers, then
eastward to the Corentyne, the border at Suriname.

This sandy region has hills of various heights, with valleys and many
black water creeks. The days are hot and the nights are cold, with
some relief rainfall.

Sail

In the Hilly Sand a nd Clay Region, the soil is made up of white or
reddish sand and red clay.

Vegetation

In the red and clayey areas, some agricultural farming is carried out
in this region. The sandy soil is covered is by valuable forest of
Greenheart, Mora, Crabwood, Walla ba, and other timbers.

Resources

Bauxite, which is mined at Linden  (Mackenzie), Ituni and
Kwakwani and then exported to be converted into aluminium.

Timber is cut from the Bartica Triangle and Mabura Hill.
Dairy products from Moblissa.
Mining of sand.

Making of Charcoal.
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Population

This region is not densely populated, as the Coastland. The
population which is mainly loggers, bauxite workers, commercial
workers, public servants and Amerindians are found mainly where
bauxite mining is done, timbe ris cut or logging is done and where
there are Missions or Amerindian Reservation s are found 0 e.g.
Orealla, Calc uni, Epira.

Important Places

Some important places on the Hilly Sand and Clay Region:
Two towns of Guyana are located here. They are :

- Bartica 0 situated at the confluence of the Cuyuni, Mazaruni
and Essequibo rivers. Bhee pateway &0 i s r
t he hintlLendeh.andd

- Mining Communities such as Mackenzie (Linden), Ituni,
Kwakwani.

- The Cheddi Jagan International Airport  , Timebhri.
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TOPIC.Guyanads Natur al Regi ons.

A savannabh is tropical grassland with scattered trees. The savannahs
of Guyana are named after the Rupununi River and are situated in
the south 0 west. The forested Ka nuku Mountain range divide s the
area into two

The North Savannah
The South Savannah
Soil

The soil is made up both sand and  clay with rolling grass land with
scattered trees , because of the grass this region is also known as
cattle country.

Population

The population comprisesmainly of Guyanads | ndigeno
There are 9 tribes of A merindians who are farmers and vaqueros i.e.
people who look after cattle. The North Savannah, isthe home to

the Macushi Tribe . The South Savannah,wher e t he Wapi si an
is more hilly. Mountains like Shiriri, Marudi and Bat, rise sharply from
the general level of the plains

Important Places

Some important places are:
Lethem
Dadanawa
St. Ignatius

The Kanuku Mountain Range
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Economic Activities

The main Economic Activities are:
Cattle ranching
Farming of peanuts and ground provision

b alata bleeding
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SUB- TOPIC: TheForested Highland Region
This Natural Region is highland is very mountainous.  This is the largest
region and the main source of our forest wealth. The highland is also

important because:

-Some of the largest gold and diamond fields in Guyana are

found in this natural region.

-The highland region experiences  heavy rainfall. Rain falling in
this region collects in streams which run off in all directions to

form the sources of the countryaods

-The majestic w ate rfalls e.g. Kaieteur, and other falls such as
Orinduik form the scenic beauty which attract tourists from

other countries.

Vegetation

The vegetation consists of dense forests which provide Guyana with
timber 0 a valuable resource which earns foreign exchange when

exported.

Resources

The main resources are timber gold and diamond. However they
also produce beef, peanuts, maize (corn), cassava, yam,
vegetables, fishing and balata bleeding. These resources make
cattle ranching and farming the main economic activities of the
Interior Savannahs.

Population

This region is sparsely populated mainly with loggers, pork knochers,
balata bleeders and native Amerindians.
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Important Places

The Mazaruni @ Potaro area 0 the largest gold and diamond
producing area in Guyana.

The Majestic Kaieteur Fall on the Potaro River.
The Bartica 6 Potaro Roadway.
Mount Roraima

Mountain Ranges

Imataka Pakaraima Kanuka

Kamoa Sierra Acarai

TRANSPORTATION LINK BETWEEN AND AMONG ADMINISTRATIVE
REGIONS.

Transportation is the movement of goods, services and people from
one place to another.

Various forms of transportation can be used to get from one place
to another.

Land eg. road ways and trails.
Water ways eg. rivers and canals.
Air eg. using helicopter, aeroplane and sky van.

Links: region 3 & 4 Georgetown/Vreed en Hoop moveme nts can be
done via boats or motor vehicles.

Region 4 & 7 Georgetown/Bartica movements can be done via
boat or aeroplane.

Region 6 & 8 Berbice/Mah dia movements can be done via buses or
aeroplane.
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TOPIC: FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS
SUBTOPIC: RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

Religious Holidays in Guyana

Good Friday is observed at the end
of Lent - a season of forty days, during
which Christian fast and pray. It is the

most solemn season in the Christian

calendar. It is remembered by
Christians as the day Jesus was crucified on a cross to save mankind.
Every year Chri stiansattend ser vi ce, where Chri st

remembered by singing hymns and saying prayers of thanksgiving.

Easter is celebrated three days after

o . Good Friday. It is a joyous festival. It

signifies the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Kites are bein g flown in open

spaces such as parks, beaches etc.
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Christmas is a festival that
celebrates the birth of
Jesus Christ on December
25 every year. Christians

throughout the world hold

special churc h services to
give thanks for the birth of Christ. It is a time of merry - making, feasting
and giving. The spirit of goodwill and peace towards men was the
message of the angles who brought t
Every year people cook special meal s, bake cakes, decorate homes

with Christmas tree with fairy lights, and carol singing.

Everyone enjoys Christmas, regardless of his or her religion.
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The story of Ibrahim’s sacrifice

*Eid-ul-Adha celebrates the occasion when Allah appeared
to Ibrahim in a2 dream and asked him to sacnifice his son
Isma’il as an act of chedience to Gad.

*The devil tempted Ibrahim by saying he should disobey
Allah and spare his son. As |Ibrahim was about to kill his
son, Allah stopped him and gave him a lamb to sacnfice
instead.

*Eid-ul-Adha (Greater Eid)

Eid ul-Adha isimportant festival in the Muslim calendar. Some Muslims
may regard this as the most important festival as it remembers the

prophet Ibrahim's willingness to sacrifice his son as proof of his love for
Allah (God) . At this time Sacrifices are made and the meat are shared

with family and friends.
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Youman Na bi This is the celebration of

the birth and death anniversary of
the prophet Muhammad , to
whom the Holy Q uran was
revealed. Muslims go to the

mosque and give thanks

afterwards they celebrate with
family and friends sharing sweet meats such as mettai ,burfee,

vermicelli etc

E;-_Q | S Phagwah
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== This is the festival of colours.
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It signifies the victory of good over evil
. and is celebrated as a day of

spreading happiness and love. On the

eve of Holi, prayers are done after

whi ch Holi ka (bonfires) is I|it. The
Prahlad because he refused to wo  rship King Kashyapu and his riches.
Holika sat with Prahlad in her lap on the pyre. In the end she was burnt

to death and Prahlad miraculously escaped alive.

In Guyana, this festival is celebrated by the squirting of coloured liquid
called abeer, drenchin g each other with water and sprinkling of
abracks and colourful powder. Also, the singing of chowtals and Holi

songs can be heard in homes and streets.
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Diwali is the festival of light. It signifies
light over darkness, the return of Lord
Rama to Ayodhya, after his 14 years of
=% exile and the victory over Ravana. On

Diwali eve, there is a motorcade

procession which passes through the
streets of the city and some v illages. Boys and girls are dressed
depicting Hindu Gods and Goddesses. Vehicles are all brightly lit with
decorative lights.

On Diwali day prayers are made to Goddess Laxmi and in the evening
diyas (earthen lamps) are lit, sweet meats are distributed amo ng

friends, families and neighbours.
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Non -Religious National Holidays in Guyana

iscelebrated in

Mashramani Day

observance of Guya
status, which was gained on
February 23, 1970.

On February 22 there is usually a
Flag o raising ceremony where the
President of the Republic addresses
the nation. For Guyanese, Republic
Day includes float para des, music,
steal pan, costume, Masquerade
bands and calypso competitions
games and cooking. It is an
Amerindian word meaning

celebrations after hard work.

or iiSNor

Labour

Day
celebrated on the first of May
every year. It celebrates the
achievements of the working
people. It recalls their sacrifices
and struggles for freedom and
fair employment. It salutes trade
unions and their stewardship for

the workers' well -being.
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Arrival Day
Guyana observed May 5 as the
beginning of the arrival of the first

batch of Indentured immigrants.

Non -Religious National Holidays in Guyana

Is a public holiday in

Caricom Day
Guyana, observed on the first
Monday in July each year.

The day marks the signing of the
Treaty of Chaguaramas in the year
1973. The treaty established the

Caribbean Community.

Emancipation day is celebrated
on the 1 st August every year to
recognize the abolition of slavery.
At the National Park, there is a day
filled with lots of

cultural activities including African

drumming, dancing, foods, arts

Independence Day is a national
holiday in the Co -operative
Republic of Guyana. Itis
celebrated on May 26 every year
with activities such as a flag -raising
ceremony, the president and

other national leaders address the
public. Concerts, performances,

and firework displays take place in

different administrative regions of
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and craft, and literature. the countr .

Boxing Day (St. Stephen's Day) New Year's Day is a national
December 26 s referred to holiday as part of celebrations

as Boxing Day . This national that start on New Year's Eve and
holiday commemorates the reach a high point with the turning
Christian martyr who was stoned of the clock from 11:59pm on 31 st
to death. In remembrance, December to midnighton 1 st
people partake January.

in all kinds of games and sports.

The Christian community attend
Church service on the night of

New Year dos Eve.

TOPIC: FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS
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